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Mayor Gavin 
Buckley

Netherlands
Trip Overview
LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

● Resiliency Challenges: See how a country 
that sits below sea level has adapted.

● Best Practices: To confirm that our 
current plan aligns with research and 
experience.

● Public Transport: Understand and see the 
return on investment on pedestrian and 
cycling infrastructure investments.

● Multi-Modal Transit: Making connections 
to microtransit to reduce cars on the road.

● Funding: Learn about innovating funding 
strategies and how the Dutch have 
avoided the politicization of resiliency 
projects.
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https://www.youtube.com/w

atch?v=0ICii3mDSEk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ICii3mDSEk


Itinerary: 

MON., NOV. 13: 
THE HAGUE
● Netherlands Water 

Partnership (Ministry 
of Infrastructure & 
Water)

● Dutch Cycling 
Embassy

● Dutch Cycling Tour 
to Scheveningen

● Bosch Slabbers

“Den Haag”
● 7 miles of coastline
● Home to the UN 

International Court of 
Justice
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● After the Second World War planners 

prioritized cars to manage the 

increased traffic.

● Structuurplan Dudok – 1949.

● The Hague’s plans foresaw no role for 

cyclists.

● Bombings as a unique opportunity to 

erase old structures and build new 

ones. 

● Plans like the ‘Dwarsweg’ were 



Protests all over the Netherlands



The Hague Transformation



Circulation Study Results

● Less through traffic in the city centre;

● Accessibility by car of the city centre still 

good;

● Air quality has improved significantly;

● Quality improvement for pedestrians 

and cyclists due to increase of car free 

area;

● Currently one of the largest pedestrian 

zones in Europe.



Reallocating Right of Way

Before
After



Itinerary

TUE., NOV. 14:
ROTTERDAM
● Arrival by train, walk 

to municipality
● Dutch cycling tour 

with stops at water 
storage parking 
garage, Central 
Station, and Urban 
Water Square 
Benthemplein

Rotterdam
● Second largest City 

(after Amsterdam)
● Major shipping center 

since 1602
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EXAMPLE: HOFPLEIN 
SQUARE, an intersection where 
pedestrians, bicycles, cars, buses 
and trams all safely interact.
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BIKE STORAGE
The holistic approach to urban planning 

requires convenient storage for users.
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Day 4 – International Safe 

Cycling Conference

● On our way to the conference.

● Typical rush hour in Den Haag



Itinerary

WED., NOV. 15: 
DELFT
● Arrival by train at 

Central Station
● Visit to 

Hoogheemraadschap 
Delft and IHE Water 
Institute

● Visit to TU Delft 
Campus/Flood Proof 
Holland

● Dutch Cycling Tour 
Delft

● Alt: Walking Tour Delft
● Part of the Rotterdam-Hague 

Metro area
● Popular tourist destination
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Bikenomics

https://cedelft.eu/publications/handbook-on-the-external-costs-of-transport-version-

2019/#:~:text=The%20Handbook%20provides%20methodologies%20and,and%20costs%20

of%20habitat%20damage.

https://cedelft.eu/publications/handbook-on-the-external-costs-of-transport-version-2019/#:~:text=The%20Handbook%20provides%20methodologies%20and,and%20costs%20of%20habitat%20damage.


Briposan Geosynthetic Textile Polymer Liner
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THE DELFT INSTITUTE FOR WATER EDUCATION

When hydrated, performs 
better than 3 meters of 
compacted clay



Compromise Street,

City of Annapolis,

January 9, 2024



Itinerary

FRI., NOV. 17: 
ZEELAND
● Maeslant Barrier -

Storm Surge Barrier
● Noordwaardpolder 
● In-Dune Parking 

Garage Katwijk aan 
Zee

● Visit to Van Nelle 
Factory

“Zuid-Holland”
● Southernmost province 

in the Netherlands
● Large parts are below 

sea level. 
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● Mature trees in event spaces
● Co-exist with parking
● Provide ecoservices -

stormwater filtration & capture, 
reducing temperatures, 
carbon capture 

● Preserves viewscape

TREES IN PUBLIC PLACES AND WATERFRONTS
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Maeslant Barrier:
● Storm Surge Barrier
● Two 689-feet gates with 

two 777 feet steel trusses 
holding each 
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Takeaways

Meet with 
Suppliers Investigating  

New Technologies

Attend 
Educational 

Sessions

Bring 
Knowledge Back 

Building Networks 
and Resources
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INTEGRATED 
TRANSPORTATION 
SYSTEMS
● Trains
● Trams
● Bikes
● Buses
● Scooters
● Pedestrians
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S5pVfxaeRuY&t=4s

Secretary Rebecca Flora Address

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S5pVfxaeRuY&t=4s

