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Our Commitment to a Safer Maryland Means Thinking Differently

People



People Going Places



Defining Maryland’s Context Zones

Data



Where and How Are People Moving?

MD Roadways
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Where and How Are People Moving?
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Opportunity 
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A traditional design approach relies on the 
Federal designation of urban vs. rural as 

the primary context for proposed solutions.

We Realized

This binary approach does not account for the 
unique characteristics of different areas that 

ultimately affect the roadway design and 
resulting safety.



Defining Context in Maryland

Context



The Way People Move Is Driven by the 
Context They Are In



Maryland Context Zones



Maryland Context Zones



Balancing Access & Mobility

How many places 
can you get to?

How far can 
you go?



MDOT SHA Context Zones

We need new techniques and solutions to 
achieve safety, accessibility, and mobility goals 

framed by the surrounding land-use.

The transportation challenges we are facing 
cannot be addressed with the current 

classification system and corresponding toolkit.



Exploring the Context Guide

Context



An Evolving Resource

• Guide with Context 
Profiles

• Toolbox of Treatments
• Library of Case Studies
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Zone Name 
& Icon

Guide 
Components
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Typical 
Characteristics
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Representative 
Communities

Guide 
Components
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Proven 
Treatments

Guide 
Components
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Data-Driven 
Transformations

Guide 
Components
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Context Access 
& Mobility 
Diagram

Guide 
Components
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Areas of Need

Guide 
Components



A New Approach

• Flexible
• Encourages 
Innovation

• Continuously 
Updated



Continually Supporting Innovative Solutions

Next Steps



Updated Best Practices

Case Studies

Implementation of 
Lessons Learned

Stakeholder Feedback

“Living” 
Context Guide

• Up-to-date tools based on 
current community feedback

• Proven solutions rooted in the 
surrounding context

• Flexibility to encourage 
innovation and community-
specific solutions



Our Commitment

HIGH QUALITYSAFE

EFFICIENT

Creating a…

…system for all Marylanders.



THANK YOU!

Q u e s t i o n s ?
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