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Smith Invites Public Input on Development in Baltimore County
Towson, Md. (April 28, 2009)—Baltimore County Executive Jim Smith today announced the schedule for amending the County’s guiding
document that directs future development over the next ten years and beyond. The Master Plan embodies broad goals of protecting the
environment, preserving agriculture, and ensuring safe and attractive places to live and work. Smith encouraged citizens, community groups and
local businesses to actively participate in the decennial review process.

Master Plan

The Master Plan is a composite of maps and written proposals setting forth comprehensive objectives, policies and standards to serve as a
guide for residential and commercial development. The Master Plan is an effort to create and maintain safe and sustainable communities to
achieve a sensible balance of economy, equity and environment for people to reside, pursue careers, raise families, and enjoy the amenities of
Baltimore County. It includes analysis of transportation facilities, infrastructure, growth areas, housing, community design, economic development
and resource conservation.  

Living Document

“The Master Plan truly is a living document that lays out the guideposts for the future of Baltimore County,” said Baltimore County Executive Jim
Smith. “It encompasses all aspects of the average citizen’s life and we want people to get involved and voice their preferences so that it can
reflect where we want to go as a community.”

First Phase

In the first phase of the 2010 update to the Master Plan, the Rural Areas section of the plan will be updated including an evaluation of land
preservation programs and monitoring of new developments in rural areas. The County is recognized nationally as very successful in preserving
rural lands, and it is not anticipated that this plan amendment will include any major changes.

Public Meetings

The Office of Planning will host public input meetings where citizens may present ideas and ask questions about the Rural Areas amendment. All
meetings are at 7 p.m. and doors open at 6:30 p.m. for sign-in.

Tuesday, May 19 - 7 p.m. St. Thomas’ Church 232 St. Thomas Lane
Owings Mills 21117

Tuesday, May 26 - 7 p.m. Jacksonville Elementary School 3400 Hillendale Heights Road
Phoenix 21131

Tuesday, June 9 - 7 p.m. Oregon Ridge Lodge 13401 Beaver Dam Road
Cockeysville 21030

Tuesday, June 16  - 7 p.m. Vincent Farm Lane Elementary School 6019 Ebenezer Road
White Marsh 21162

Next Phase

In the next phase, a “water resources element” will be added to focus on protection of all water resources in the County. This includes the
impact of existing and future development on public drinking water supplies, well water, stormwater management, sewer outfalls and septic
discharges. This addition to the Master plan will include strategies to reduce pollutant levels, and is expected to be completed by this summer.

Commercial Redevelopment

Another amendment to the Master Plan will involve a proposal for redevelopment of existing commercial properties with an emphasis on mixed
use, walkable and transit-oriented development. This proposal is designed to accommodate the County’s growing population, protect existing
neighborhoods and preserve the natural environment. The Office of Planning will schedule public input meetings on this aspect of the plan this
fall.

Participation Encouraged

“I encourage people to actively participate in this planning process that really represents the nuts and bolts of government,” said County Council
Chair Joe Bartenfelder.

Master Plan 2010 will be the sixth plan adopted since the County’s first Master Plan in 1972. Each plan builds on the priorities and guidelines
established in the previous plan.
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