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What is T4 MD?
► 1000 Friends of Maryland
► Baltimore Regional Initiative Developing Genuine Equality
► Central Maryland Transportation Alliance
► Chesapeake Bay Foundation
► Citizen Planning and Housing Association
► B’more Mobile
► Eastern Shore Land Conservancy
► Environment Maryland
► Maryland League of Conservation Voters
► Maryland Public Interest Research Group
► National Wildlife Federation's Chesapeake Mid-Atlantic Regional Center 
► One Less Car
► Prince George's Advocates for Community-based Transit
► More joining every week!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Growing, diverse coalition of organizations united behind a new transportation future.
Groups in bold are steering committee members
How we got started – steering committee groups all came together, working with national partners, to influence the stimulus spending back in February; then expanded focus
Working with T4 America on the transportation reauthorization bill; supporting their policy, with some MD tweaks (stormwater, jobs); also supporting MD’s project requests for the funding pot ($280 to $500 billion)
As we build Maryland support for change, we will also move into Maryland legislation.



Our Three Goals:

►Ensure Maryland uses its Federal Stimulus 
funds effectively and efficiently

►Federal Transportation Bill should be 
rewritten, not just reauthorized

►Maryland’s transportation system should be 
improved to ensure that it meets 
performance standards, such as creating 
jobs and protecting the environment; and is 
fully and fairly funded

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Stimulus – the first round was fairly well spent, with 100% going to restoring our existing system.  But transit projects were not shovel ready – showing deeper flaws in the funding and prioritization process.  As we prepare for a possible second stimulus this fall or next year, we must work to ensure that some of our most needed projects – both transit, such as red line and MARC improvements; and highway capacity, particularly around BRAC – are ready to go.  There are also TIGER and high speed rail funds out there, we stand ready to support MDOT as it pursues those funding options for smart projects.
T4 bill – we support T4 America’s policy platform, seeking transformative change at the federal level. We also focus a bit more on job creation and the Chesapeake Bay, particularly stormwater controls for new highway projects.  Brian will talk more about this.
Maryland – we are beginning conversations now about possible initiatives for the state legislative session.  When the reauthorization bill moves, it will very probably create openings for change here in Maryland – particularly as the programs and funding become less siloed and the support for transit projects increase.  However, it increasingly does not appear that the federal legislation will move before our state legislative session.  We support efforts in the meantime to expand and encourage TOD and to find ways to better fund our transportation system.  
Finally, we are beginning to support more directly good projects that need to move – such as the red line – and to oppose bad projects that are a step backwards for transportation, such as the I-270 widening.  As a state-wide group, we are in the process now of identifying similar projects in all regions of Maryland.
These bullets are also expanded in the policy paper, copies of which are available



Rewriting the Federal 
Transportation Bill

►Under SAFETEA-LU there are 108 individual 
programs

►USDOT consists of separate agencies, each 
focused on one mode of transportation

►No strategic focus, no vision
►Lack of clear goals, performance metrics 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What we have now . . .



Rewriting the Federal 
Transportation Bill

►Develop a new national transportation vision
►. . . with objectives and performance 

metrics
►Restructure and consolidate the programs
►More direct funding to metropolitan regions, 

with greater accountability



Maryland Examples

►Baltimore & Potomac Tunnel
 Ulysses S. Grant
 30 mph
 $1 billion

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Built in 1873.  A liability in terms of safety and efficiency.
This is our one intercity high-speed rail route.  Acela.  In Spain they average 186 miles per hour.  Acela averages 70 mph.
Estimated cost to replace is $1 billion.
Difficult to fund through formula grants.  Too large for one state alone.




Maryland Examples

►Baltimore & Potomac Tunnel
 Ulysses S. Grant
 30 mph
 $1 billion

►Completing the National Transportation 
System
 National discretionary grant programs
 Impact to entire network, not just local
 Also freight – Howard Street tunnel (CSX)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
T4America proposes that a major category of transportation funding be “Completing the National Transportation System.”  Part of the strategic vision we have lacked since completing the interstate highway system.



Maryland Examples

►I-270 Corridor Congestion
 $450 million – Corridor Cities Transitway BRT
 $775 million – Corridor Cities Transitway LRT
 $4 billion – Widen I-270

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Congestion between Frederick and Washington DC.
The CCT light rail option would cost $775 million but does not meet the cost-effectiveness standard under the Federal Transit Administration’s new starts program.



Maryland Examples

►I-270 Corridor Congestion
 $450 million – Corridor Cities Transitway BRT
 $775 million – Corridor Cities Transitway LRT
 $4 billion – Widen I-270

►Metropolitan Access Program
 Multi-modal competition
 Achieve national transportation objectives

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Transportation For America proposes a multi-modal access program.  
require competition between modes to show which projects best achieve national transportation objectives.
increase direct funding to states and metropolitan regions, but with greater accountability.



Moving Forward: Next Steps

► Continue to build the coalition, meet with 
elected officials, and build support for 
transformative federal change

► Track stimulus dollars and support funds 
for smart transportation projects 

► Support legislative reform in Maryland
► Fight for a meaningful reauthorization bill 

and funding for projects Maryland needs

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As we move forward, we appreciate your thoughts, feedback, and support to keep us on track
Let us know of policy suggestions you may have, particularly as we approach legislative session
Let us know about local projects that need support – or should be opposed
If you are interested in more information on the T4 America policy, read their blueprint – available online at www.t4america.org
Sign up for action alerts and e-news on either groups’ website
As you speak with interest groups and other parties that would be interested in supporting our work, please put them in touch with us.



For more information:

►Brian O’Malley, 
Central Maryland Transit Alliance 
410-332-4172 x122
bomalley@cmtalliance.org
www.cmtalliance.org

► Jennifer Bevan-Dangel, 
1000 Friends of Maryland
410-385-2910 x19
jennifer@friendsofmd.org
www.friendsofmd.org

mailto:bomalley@cmtalliance.org�
http://www.cmtalliance.org/�
mailto:jennifer@friendsofmd.org�
http://www.friendsofmd.org/�


Transportation for Maryland Coalition Statement 
July 29, 2009 

 
We need a bold vision for the nation’s and for Maryland’s transportation infrastructure 
investments that promotes maximum economic benefits, access to opportunity, public health and 
environmental sustainability for people living in urban, suburban and rural communities.  This 
means planning our transportation systems – and our development patterns – to ensure that there 
are convenient and affordable travel options available to everyone, in every community, at every 
stage of life. 
 
Now is the time for change.  The federal transportation bill is up for re-authorization, providing 
the first opportunity in six years for transformative change in our transportation programs.  
Federal stimulus dollars showed the opportunities and the weaknesses of our existing 
transportation planning and funding systems.  And as Maryland struggles to close a growing 
transportation funding deficit, the state itself is positioned to truly re-think how we choose and 
how we fund our transportation projects. 
 
Transportation for Maryland is a diverse coalition working together across the state to reform 
transportation planning and the transportation system in Maryland.  To do this we need to work 
both on the national level to create a federal process that works far better and on the state level to 
make sure our processes are designed to achieve the vision expressed in this platform. 
 
We, the undersigned, support the Transportation for Maryland platform.  We encourage 
Maryland’s Congressional delegation to work on national efforts to reform the Federal 
Transportation bill to -  

• Establish better accountability and transparency in the state and federal transportation 
process, and evaluate results against whether they move us towards a 21st century system 

• Streamline the funding process so that all modes of travel have a level playing field  
• Create a system that helps achieve climate, energy and employment goals 
• Ensure that the transportation program is funded adequately 
 

We encourage Maryland’s administration and state elected officials to transform Maryland’s 
transportation system to -  

• Integrate transportation and land use decisions to provide more transportation choices to 
more Maryland citizens, especially those who do not own personal vehicles  

• Reduce environmental damage from planning decisions 
• Improve access to jobs and expand local employment opportunities 
• Ensure that the transportation planning process results in more accountability and helps 

achieve statewide goals and standards 
 
 
To join email Jennifer@FriendsofMD.org with your name, organization, email, and phone.  
 
 

*** 
 
 
 

mailto:Jennifer@FriendsofMD.org


1000 Friends of Maryland 
Baltimore Regional Initiative Developing Genuine Equality 
B’more Mobile 
Central Maryland Transportation Alliance 
Chesapeake Bay Foundation 
Citizen Planning and Housing Association 
Eastern Shore Land Conservancy 
Environment Maryland 
Maryland League of Conservation Voters 
Maryland Public Interest Research Group 
National Wildlife Federation's Chesapeake Mid-Atlantic Regional Center  
One Less Car 
Prince George's Advocates for Community-based Transit 



Transportation for Maryland 
Platform 

June 23, 2009 
 
Transportation for Maryland is a diverse coalition working together across the state to 
reform transportation planning and the transportation system in Maryland.  To do this we 
need to work both on the national level to create a federal process that works far better and 
on the state level to make sure our processes are designed to achieve the vision expressed in 
this platform. 
 
Transportation for Maryland, through its members, will do cutting edge research, education  
and mobilization of key public officials, community leaders and citizens, and utilize 
strategic media efforts to achieve these goals.  We will: 
 
Work on national efforts to reform the Federal Transportation bill to -  

• Establish better accountability and transparency in the state and federal transportation 
process, and evaluate results against whether they move us towards a 21st century system 

• Streamline the funding process so that all modes of travel have a level playing field  
• Create a system that helps achieve climate, energy and employment goals 
• Ensure that the transportation program is funded adequately 
 

Transform Maryland transportation system to -  
• Integrate transportation and land use decisions to provide more transportation choices to 

more Maryland citizens, especially those who do not own personal vehicles 
• Reduce environmental damage from planning decisions 
• Improve access to jobs and expand local employment opportunities 
• Ensure that the transportation planning process results in more accountability and helps 

achieve statewide goals and standards 
 
To achieve these goals Transportation for Maryland will focus on three key areas. 
 
1. Ensure Maryland uses its Federal Stimulus funds effectively and efficiently, including:  

• Accountability and transparency in how stimulus dollars are spent 
• Ensure MPOs and local governments spend increased transportation dollars in a manner 

that is accountable to Federal and State transportation goals 
• Discretionary funds are sought and spent on transportation projects that expand 

transportation choices for Maryland citizens and invest in Maryland’s existing communities. 
• Ensure new projects that can now be funded due to stimulus opportunities also expand 

travel choices and invest in Maryland’s existing communities. 
• Ensure that Maryland effectively advocates for High Speed Rail funds   
• Influence the second round of stimulus funding and ensure the State is on track now to have 

projects that increase transportation choices and invest in Maryland’s existing communities 
shovel ready by the fall 

 
2. Federal Transportation Bill should be rewritten not just reauthorized to: 

• Create a national transportation vision with performance targets 
• Restructure programs to level the funding and opportunities between modes  



• Reform transportation agencies and the decision-making process, including strengthening 
public participation in the planning process so it is more meaningful and ongoing 

• Help metropolitan planning organizations better achieve regional planning 
• Rethink transportation finance to ensure adequate funding 
• Promote job creation for local residents and access to jobs  
• Prioritize funding for projects that most fit our 21st century transportation needs, including 

transit (such as the Baltimore Red Line, DC Area Purple and Corridor Cities Transitway); 
bicycle and pedestrian improvements; repairing and maintaining our highway infrastructure; 
neighborhood revitalization; and congestion reduction initiatives.  

 
3. Maryland’s transportation system should be improved to meet the following goals:  

• Performance standards incorporated into the process for determining the State 
Transportation Investment Program 

• Strengthen and reform MPOs 
• Create new funding sources for transportation 
• Improve access to jobs and ensure local job creation 
• Reduce environmental damage from the transportation sector  
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